Dianna L. Hall
May 28, 1948 - February 19, 2018

Dianna L. Hall (Finelli), age 69, of Elmira, NY passed away on February 19, 2018 at the
Arnot Ogden Medical Center. She was born on May 28, 1948 in Elkland, PA to the late
Calvin and Phyllis Reed. She is survived by her loving family: husband, Thomas Hall and
son, Jason Hall of Elmira. Dianna was a long-time piano and voice teacher for many
years, who was dearly loved and admired by all of her students. Dianna was also an avid
Keuka Lake lover and spent many wonderful summers up there with her family.
Calling hours will be held at the Olthof Funeral Home, Inc. 1050 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Elmira on Friday, February 23, 2018 from 5 PM till 7 PM with a memorial service to
immediately follow. In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be made to the
SPCA in Dianna’s name.

Events
FEB
23

Calling Hours

05:00PM - 07:00PM

Olthof Funeral Home
1050 Pennsylvania Ave., Elmira, NY, US, 14904

FEB
23

Memorial Service

07:00PM

Olthof Funeral Home
1050 Pennsylvania Ave., Elmira, NY, US, 14904

Comments

“

Tom & Jason: I am so very sorry & shocked to hear of Dianna's passing. Jason,
please know that your mother will always be by your side, no matter where you go or
what you do. I know. I lost my mother when I was young, too. You are both in my
thoughts & prayers. Rest in peace, my friend. Deepest condolences.
Anita Phillips

Anita Phillips - February 24, 2018 at 01:30 PM

“

I offer you my thoughts, prayers and well-wishes to your family during this dark time
in your life.

Bill Golden - February 23, 2018 at 05:43 PM

“

Erik Kocianski & Elizabeth Copeland and Family purchased the Grande Gourmet
Fruit Basket for the family of Dianna L. Hall.

Beth Copeland - February 22, 2018 at 09:09 PM

“

Dianna:
My heart is so broken as I write this...because I wish I had told you in person what
you and the time we spent together meant to me. I met you as a timid little 5 year old
child and marveled at your beautiful presence, your smile, your endless patience and
belief in me as a student. When you left Fletcher’s to teach from your home, you
invited myself and my brother to come with you. We wouldn’t have it any other way! I
spend the next 13 years of my life visiting your beautiful home weekly. It feels like
yesterday! The beautiful smell of apple cinnamon...and the baby grand piano that I
literally counted down the minutes to touch each week! I remember growing as a
musician, a young woman, and a person. You greeted me each and every week with
a smile and sensitivity for the struggles I went through as a teen. You were
consistent. You never let me put myself down or wallow in my frustrations. You lifted
me up. You invited me to perform in your recitals. You made me feel special and
rewarded me for the hard work I put in. It meant so much to me that you were proud
of my performance and my effort. For 13 years you never charged us a penny more
than that first day in 1985 for lessons because you knew of our family’s situation.
Those few times when we couldn’t pay, you taught us anyway without ever batting an
eye. You worked with me steadily...for months...to try out for a music scholarship and
help me raise tuition for college. You sat beside me with utter confidence and support
and turned the pages while my shakey hands played a piece we worked on for
hours. I didn’t win that scholarship...but I got something even better. I was given the
gift of music. The lessons that you taught me carried me through some of the most
devastating heartbreaks of my life. When I had no idea what else to do, in my sorrow
I sat down at that piano and played my heart out. I felt better. Now...as a mother
myself, the lessons you taught me enable me to bring music to my own two beautiful
daughters...I can sit down and play music that brings joy to their hearts...brings song
to their lips...and brings curiosity to their own musical interests. As my oldest
daughter is about to turn 5 this year, I can’t help but think about you, Dianna, and the
journey that you walked with me for so many years. I cannot begin to imagine the
loss and sorrow that your family and friends are experiencing at this moment. I hope
that you know what you meant to me and my family. You will always be in my heart
and my thoughts when I sit at that piano for the rest of my life.
All my Love,
Elizabeth (Kocianski) Copeland

Beth Copeland - February 22, 2018 at 09:02 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Dianna L. Hall.

February 22, 2018 at 12:28 PM

“

Arrive in Style was purchased for the family of Dianna L. Hall.

February 21, 2018 at 03:50 PM

“

"Dianna,
I'm so glad we made the trip to visit and spend New Year's Eve with you all. I enjoyed
our conversations while we were there, and will never forget our trip to your favorite
antique store. Everything in there had your personality, simply beautiful. Scott and I
will be looking after Tom and Jason often. We will forever remember your smile. Rest
in Peace, we will miss you.
Love forever and always,
Scott, Heather, and Brendan Hall

Heather Hall - February 21, 2018 at 09:57 AM

“

Tom and Jason,
We are so very sorry for your loss. Dianna was such a treasured friend to us and she
will be sorely missed.
Sincerely,
Julie and Paul Daugherty

Julie - February 21, 2018 at 09:08 AM

“

Dianna was such a sweet and talented woman. She was such a treasure to have in
our community. Her students were so very blessed to have her in their lives. Her
home was decorated so beautifully every Christmas and was such a joy to be in. I
will forever remember Dianna as one of my dearest friends. Fly high with the angels
Dianna because you are certainly one of them. My thoughts and prayers are with
Dianna’s husband, son and family.

Kim Proudfoot - February 21, 2018 at 08:46 AM

“

Dianna was an amazing teacher and will be missed. She taught in such a way that
her students learned while they thought they were having fun. She was amazingly
patient and kind. My daughter loved her.

Laura Leonard - February 21, 2018 at 02:50 AM

