James L. Vondracek
February 1, 1948 - December 13, 2020

PINE CITY – James L. Vondracek, 72, of Pine City, passed away unexpectedly at his
home on Sunday, December 13, 2020. Born in Elmira on February 1, 1948, he was the
son of the late James Vondracek and Herb and Mildred (Oberist) Doan. In 1989, he
married Sheila Morse at Westminster Presbyterian Church.
For 44 years, James worked for Swift Glass in Elmira Heights, retiring in 2015. Every year,
he delivered the Swift Glass Donation to the Arctic League for the past 45 years.
James loved entering his cars in classic car shows around the area. He could talk to
anyone that approached him about almost anything and he always had time for others in
need. More than anything, he cherished the time that he shared with his wife, children and
grandchildren.
In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by his daughter, Stacy Kinsman and his
grandson, Morgan Cloke.
He is survived by his wife, Sheila Vondracek of Pine City; his children, Jamie Medel of CA,
Rob Kinsman of Elmira, Jenna Rickard of FL, James Vondracek of Elmira; 6
grandchildren; his siblings, Cheryl (David) Mattison of Elmira, Thom (Sheila) Vondracek of
Hornell, Stephanie (Harry) Brooks of Alabama, Maryann (Larry) Dean of Elmira, Victor
Shepherd of Athens, PA; as well as several nieces, nephew and cousins.
Services will be private and at the convenience of the family.
In lieu of flowers, contributions in James memory may be made to the Arctic League, P.O.
Box 113, Elmira, NY 14902.

Cemetery
Forest Lawn Memorial Park
563 Jerusalem Hill Road
Elmira, NY, 14901

Comments

“

Stephanie and Family purchased the Strength & Solace Spray for the family of
James L. Vondracek.

Stephanie and Family - December 20, 2020 at 08:06 PM

“

Jim was a friend from as far back as high school days some 55 years ago. He was
also Best Man at my 1st wedding. A conversation with Jim was always a memorable
opportunity to be updated on his antics. There will be a noticeable absence at the
annual Arctic League broadcast as he always made a point of an in-person
presentation on behalf of the Swift Glass employees. I am saddened at his passing.

Robert Kimbell - December 20, 2020 at 11:20 AM

“

Rose Impression was purchased for the family of James L. Vondracek.

December 18, 2020 at 05:48 PM

“

Sheila and family, I grew up with Jim since we were about 7, 8 yrs old . We ended up
working together. He was a very good friend . So sorry for your lose may he R.I.P.
Ron Spencer

Rae Ron Spencer - December 17, 2020 at 06:43 PM

“

What is synonymous with Jim to me is his kind heartedness in taking Princess in
when I was desperately in need and together with my dear niece, Sheila, giving her a
loving home for the rest of her life.

Ann Bacon - December 17, 2020 at 06:35 PM

“

Jim was such a wonderful friend of the Arctic League. For over 4 decades he made
an annual appearance on the Arctic League Broadcast where he proudly made a
contribution on behalf of the employees and management of Swift Glass Company.
Even in retirement, he was selected by the company to be their representative for
this annual event. Knowing that this year restrictions prevented in-person attendance
at the broadcast, Jim was chosen by the Arctic League and given the honor of
attending the opening ceremony of the Arctic League’s Christmas Campaign where
he placed the first entry in the ‘Big Book’, a listing of all donors for the year.
Throughout the years many needy children benefitted from Jim’s generosity and all
of us at the Arctic League deeply appreciate all that he did. We offer Sheila and
family members our heartfelt condolences.
Tom Bruner, Arctic League Board Member

Tom Bruner - December 17, 2020 at 01:14 PM

“

My sincere condolences to Sheila and family. My parents (Blanche & Eero
Ruuspakka) always enjoyed your annual visit. I always felt honored that Jim would
praise me on the homestead picture I did in fabric. Such a sad time especially around
the holidays. Sending much love and healing prayers. Dawn Ruuspakka Lang

Dawn Lang - December 17, 2020 at 12:53 PM

“

So very sorry to see that Jim has passed. Prayers for all of his family and friends, he
was a good man.
Elmer (Butch) and Sheryl Robinson

Elmer Robinson - December 17, 2020 at 09:46 AM

“

I am so sad to hear this. I've known Jim since childhood and he has always been a
very kind, caring and talkative friend. He kept me updated on our childhood friends. I
will truly miss running into him every now and then. My deep condolences to Sheila
and Cheryl.
Judy Mordue

JUDITH MORDUE - December 17, 2020 at 07:57 AM

“

My husband and I both work at Swift Glass. Jim was such a nice man. We always
loved having conversations with him about pretty much anything! Our condolences to
your family. He will be missed

Steve and Lisa Mosier - December 16, 2020 at 04:12 PM

