Joseph M. Andrysick
August 12, 1935 - April 6, 2019

Joseph Michael Andrysick, 83, passed away at home Saturday, April 6, 2019, at 6:30 p.m.
from complications of colon cancer and Lyme disease. Joseph was born in Nanticoke, PA,
August 12, 1935, to parents, Michael Andrysick, (1887-1969) and Katherine (Shepela)
Andrysick (1892-1944). Joseph was the son of a coal miner. He grew up in a companyowned house, sleeping in a bed with all of his brothers. From these humble beginnings he
went on to work for NASA. In the 1950s he was a naval reservist. Joseph graduated from
Corning North Side High School in 1953. He graduated with a B. S. in Chemistry from
Bloomsburg State Teachers College 1958. He received his Masters from Elmira College in
1966. At Thomas A. Edison High School in Elmira Heights, NY, he was a Chemistry
teacher from 1960 - 1995. He invented Chem Bowl, a chemistry competition among high
school students, leading his students to state championships. On the first day of every
school year, he would set off a surprise explosion in the back of the room. He loved his
students and his students loved him. When he retired, Elmira Heights honored him with
Joseph Andrysick week.
In the winter of 1962, while working as a teacher during the day, Joseph worked late into
painfully cold nights building his house using the foundation of an old chicken coop. He
could fix anything and was perpetually curious. He would say, “Don’t let schooling get in
the way of your education.” Joseph won seven National Science Foundation scholarships
working on projects for NASA researching the effect of rocket fuel on the environment at
Syracuse University, Oneonta University, Potsdam University, Elmira College, Cornell
University and Boyce Thompson Institute of plant research in New York City.
Recently, he was outspoken protester against hydraulic fracturing in the Finger Lakes
region. Joseph taught himself to fly an ultralight by taxiing up and down the runway at the
Blue Swan Airport, Sayre, PA. He met many friends there who he spoke of fondly. His
sons have a very happy memory of a 180-mile canoe trip down the Susquehanna River
from his home in Elmira to the place of his birth. Joseph was an avid skier, fisherman and
hunter. His favorite past time was taking his boat on Seneca Lake by the salt works.
Joseph was married to Shirley I. Kocher-Keller, Benton, PA, from 1958 - 1970. He was
married to June Ford, Elmira, NY from 1983 - 1992. He is survived by his mate of 14 years
(and fellow pilot), Nancy Sherman. Sisters: Verna Tommor, Nanticoke PA; Regina Herlich,

Moorestown, NJ. Son, John Andrysick and his wife, Dr. Mary Ann Knovich, Charlotte,
N.C.; grandchildren: Lauren, Matthew, Christina and Rachel; son, Jeff Andrysick, doctor of
naturopathic medicine (ND), and his wife, Jodi Andrysick, (ND), owners of HAFunland,
Keuka Lake area, N.Y., daughter, Lorelei Andrysick, NYC and many beloved nieces and
nephews. He was predeceased by brothers: Chester Andrysick, Corning, NY; Ed
Andrysick, Lawrenceville, PA; Frank Andrysick, Painted Post, NY; sister: Dorothy
Swanson, Sugar Notch, PA. Joseph was touched by the celebration of his 50th
anniversary of teaching at Elmira Heights by his students.......and the amazing outpouring
of support during his illness from previous students, faculty, neighbors, family and friends.
We will miss his great sense of humor and love of life. Family and friends are invited to
gather at the Olthof Funeral Home 1050 Pennsylvania Ave. Elmira/Southport, NY on
Thursday, April 11, 2019 from 4:00 to 5:00 pm. Funeral Services honoring Joe's life will
follow the visitation at 5:00 pm. Lay Pastor John P. Knapp will officiate. Interment will take
place in the St. Mary's Cemetery Corning NY on Friday, April 12th at 10:00 am. You can
send flowers or make a donation to the Food Bank of the Southern Tier 388 Upper
Oakwood Avenue Elmira, NY 14903. Joseph's tribute wall can be signed in obituaries at
www.olthof.com.
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Comments

“

My deepest condolences to the family. May your family know how much he was
appreciated. He taught me to like and understand chemistry as he always made it
interesting. His face would always light up whenever a student would holler out to
him and he would have this funny way of tipping his chin in acknowledgement. I will
always remember him as one of my greatest teachers. God will take care of him now.
Rest now Mr. Andrysick.
Cathy Baker-LaVigne

Cathy Baker LaVigne - April 12, 2019 at 07:12 PM

“

Dear John, Jeff, Lorelei, Nancy, and family,
I am very saddened to hear about Joe's passing. His life was so intertwined with my
Dad's, he seemed like another one of his brothers. Dad often spoke about Joe
tending bar for my Uncle George at the Crossroads Tavern in Bloomsburg while in
college and having meals at my grandmother's house. My dad, also a graduate of
Bloomsburg State Teachers College, got a teaching job at Edison High School in
Elmira Heights, and then helped Joe get a job in the science department there. My
dad built our house on Lowman Road and soon Joe built his on the lot next door.
After retirement and until recently, Joe regularly visited or called my dad. We can
only imagine most of the events and memories shared during their 60 years of
friendship, but will cherish those we know. Joe will be greatly missed.
With sympathy,
Maggie Coval

Maggie Coval - April 11, 2019 at 07:43 PM

“

My deepest condolences to Mr.Andrysick's, friends, and the students he taught me
being one of them.
Not a day goes by that I am reminded about his teaching and the way Chemistry is
such an important part of it. It all MATTERS!
RIP dear friend and teacher. May your family know how much he was appreciated
and contributed to our world today through his many students.

Darlene Jankowski Durette - April 11, 2019 at 08:04 AM

“

Lorelei,
So sorry for your loss. You are in my thoughts and prayers.Deepest sympathy to you
and your brothers.
God bless,
Carl Reese

CARL R REESE - April 10, 2019 at 08:21 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph M. Andrysick.

April 10, 2019 at 01:34 PM

“

When I think of the list of memorable character's I've met in my life, Joe Andrysick
tops the list. You would see him walking down the hall with his famous lab coat,
covered in colored chalk dust, wheeling the cart containing the days experiment that
may or may not blow up. His head cocked to the side looking very much like the mad
scientist. In class, he was brilliant, entertaining and fun to watch. At Thomas A.
Edison High School, he was our science teacher and class advisor for our class of
1968. I will always remember him that way and be thankful that he was our teacher
and friend. Knowing that he is finally free of pain, I offer my sincere prayers of
comfort for his family and friends. He will be missed but never forgotten by the
Spartans he taught at TAE.
Barbara Peterson Hanes

Barbara Peterson Hanes - April 10, 2019 at 08:09 AM

“

I have always counted Mr Andrysick as one of the more influential teachers in my
schooling. His chemistry class was the reason I chose chemical engineering - it
launched my career, which just now is concluding. It is certainly sad that his place in
our lives from now on will be only fond memories. My sympathies to the family and
those close to him. - Bill Slack, TAE '69.

BILL - April 09, 2019 at 09:38 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Joseph M. Andrysick.

April 09, 2019 at 06:01 PM

“

I will always remember when Joe gave me a haircut back in the 50’s. It was a Bob
(chin length). I was so shocked, but it looked very nice and I still keep my hair chin
length. Joe was a decision maker! I asked his opinion!

Marcia Kay Kocher Kline - April 09, 2019 at 05:43 PM

“

So grateful I studied under him. What an amazing man.

Nancy (Daw) Kane - April 09, 2019 at 05:38 PM

“

Mr. Andrysiks Science class I had in ninth grade was the most Awesome class I have ever
taken. He made Learning Fun.
Jeffrey Case - April 10, 2019 at 02:55 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of Joseph M.
Andrysick.

April 09, 2019 at 05:30 PM

