Melody Bess Spaulding
November 25, 1947 - November 13, 2020

HORSEHEADS - Melody Bess Spaulding of Hickory Grove Apartments, The Stillwaters,
passed away from severe lung disease at the Corning Guthrie Hospital on November 13,
2020. Born on November 25, 1947 to William and Constance Bess of Meads Creek Rd.,
Coopers Plains, NY.
She is survived by Larry, her husband of 52 years; a daughter, Heather (Robert) Hakes
and their son, Ryan; a son, Chris (Betsy) Spaulding and their three children, Griffin, Elise,
and Dominick; a daughter, Laura (Gregory) Sumner and their four children, Brooke, Abby,
Olivia and Luke; her brother, Ronald Bess of Rochester, NY; her sister, Deborah Howard
of Melbourne Beach, FL. Her brother, Scott Bess of Denver, NC predeceased her.
Melody graduated from West High School in Painted Post in 1965 and received a Dental
Hygiene degree from Erie Technical Institute in 1968. She was a career dental hygienist
who worked in several offices in the Elmira-Corning area, most recently for Dr. Roderick
Schrader and Dr. Terrence Hurley.
She fondly recalled her days as a cheerleader at Painted Post High School and later at
West High and the many life-long friendships she made there. Above all else, she
cherished her children and her grandchildren, who will miss their “Mimi.”
There will be no visitations or services at this time. To leave online condolences, please
visit www.olthof.com.

Comments

“

Very sorry for your loss. Sounds like you had a wonderful life together. God bless you
& your family. John Spaulding

John Spaulding - November 20, 2020 at 10:10 PM

“

I was so sorry to hear of Melody passing. I remember her as the smallest
cheerleader with the biggest voice. May your precious memories of her bring you
peace. With deep sympathy, Linda Gay Shaut, classmate

Linda Shaut - November 19, 2020 at 12:15 PM

“

May the memories of happier times help you get through this very difficult time.
Laurie and Tony Speciale

laurie speciale - November 18, 2020 at 07:03 PM

“

Larry & Family,
My condolences to all of you on the loss of Melody. I remember her as a very spirited
individual with a smile on her face and a gleam in her eye. May the memories you
made together provide solace at this difficult time.
Deborah (Knoll) Buckley

Deborah Buckley - November 18, 2020 at 06:47 PM

“

Larry,
My thoughts and prayers are with you. Melody and I were playmates at my
grandparents' farm as children, and I had a great fondness for her lively tomboy
spirit. I send my sympathies to you and the rest of the family.
Gary Brown
Hammondsport

Gary P. Brown - November 18, 2020 at 06:38 PM

“

My deepest sympathies to all of you at this difficult time.
Ann Koenig

Ann Koenig - November 18, 2020 at 05:11 PM

“

Thoughts and prayers to a wonderful woman and family.

Dom and Betsy Romeo

dominic romeo - November 17, 2020 at 09:48 PM

“

I couldn't wait to get back to school after our Christmas Vacation because we always
did gymnastics in our Gym class. I think Melody and I were Seniors and we were
assigned to do a routine together. I loved it. We had so much fun deciding what we
would do and eventually performing it.
I am so very sorry, Larry. I know that Melody was deeply loved and will be missed by
her family and friends. May God give you comfort and peace.
Cheryl (Di Vincenzo) Osborne

Cheryl (DiVincenzo) Osborne - November 17, 2020 at 01:22 PM

“

Even though I hadn’t seen Mel in years, I did occasionally talk with her on Facebook.
I have many great memories when I lived in Corning and going to visit with her, Larry
and the kids. She was always smiling and I loved her sense of humor. She had a way
of making people feel very comfortable and was very down to earth. She will be
missed by many. My heart goes out to Larry, her kids, grandkids and other family
members. I hope the many memories can bring peace to all. Thoughts and prayers!
Love, Susan and Kevin Little.

Susan Little - November 16, 2020 at 07:41 PM

“

I just found out today that Mel had passed and am so very sorry. Having Mel and Larry as
well as their children for a neighborhood friend on Sunset Circle was wonderful. Please
know how very sorry I am for your loss.
Linda Crowley - November 18, 2020 at 06:42 PM

“

Our condolences to the family of Melody Bess Spaulding. She was such a lovely
woman and always so warm and friendly whenever we saw her. She and I had sons,
Chris and Jim, who were close friends, so we got to see together how our sons were
turning out. Our hearts are heavy, and our prayers are sincere for her and the family.
Dana & Maria Carpenter

Maria Carpenter - November 16, 2020 at 06:32 PM

