Ralph B. Van Patten Jr
September 25, 1931 - October 8, 2020

Ralph B. VanPatten Jr. passed away peacefully at home on October 8th, 2020.
Predeceased by his loving wife Jean Van Patten (Smith), they were blessed with 66 years
of marriage, spending their time with friends and family. Together they enjoyed traveling,
golfing, and doting on their son Michael (Lisa); grandchildren Heather (Eric), Tara (Larry),
Ryan (Kat), Megan (Terry), Mary (Thomas); and great-grandchildren Ashlynn, Phoebe,
Delila, Peyton, Wyatt; and his friendly dog, Buddy.
A Veteran of the US NAVY, he owned and operated the family business Van Patten
Plumbing & Heating for over 50 years. He helped build Elmira College, medical facilities,
commercial properties, and held a position with Elmira City as an instructor for new HVAC
graduates.
A prominent member of the community, Ralph cherished his memberships with the Elmira
Elks, Fur-Fin Club, Mark Twain Golf Course, and Corning Country Club.
Ralph was well-loved across the Twin Tiers, always ready with a smile for his many
friends. His happy and kind disposition brightened every room.
A loving older brother, he, and his sister Sandy Randall (George) were close throughout
his life.
He will be greatly missed and fondly remembered.
Services will be held at the convenience of the family.

Comments

“

So sorry to hear of Junior's passing. Remember him and Jean fondly. Condolences
to the family.

Bill and Jeanne wilkins - October 13, 2020 at 08:47 PM

“

I will always so fondly remember Ralph and Jean and their long friendship with my
parents, Jim and Joyce Collins. I spent lots of fun evenings with them at the Corning
Country Club and later on Jekyll Island, Georgia. Laughter and joy! Rest in Peace.
My condolences to Mike and family. May their memories be a blessing.

Kathleen Collins - October 13, 2020 at 01:38 PM

“

So very sorry to hear about Junie's passing. I especially remember when I was
young and helping out in the family business, Junie was always there to catch my
mistakes & patiently showed me the right way to do things before Dad caught on!
Junie was a very kind man who will be sorely missed. I was so glad to have the
chance to visit with him this summer, even briefly. My condolences to Mike and his
family and Sandy, too.
Doug (& Anne) Van Patten

DOUGLAS W VANPATTEN - October 11, 2020 at 07:17 PM

“

A GOOD FRIEND & FELLOW ELK. DICK KUHN, PE0 62, OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY
DICK KUHN - October 14, 2020 at 07:56 AM

