Ruth Elaine Barenthaler
November 18, 1916 - June 12, 2019

Ruth Elaine (Wilkins) Barenthaler passed away on Wednesday, June 12, 2019 at the age
of 102. She was born in Elmira, NY in 1916, the daughter of the late Freda (Rorick) and
Charles Wilkins.
Ruth's life was never empty. In her younger years she attended Webb Mills Church and
taught Sunday School. She was a member of the 4-H Clubs and the Seeley Creek Grange
where she never missed a dance.
Ruth went to Sagetown School, and graduated from Southside High School and Cortland
State Teachers College. Her first job was at Tobeytown School in Caton, followed by Big
Flats Union, and Elmira City School District, from which she retired in 1972. After
retirement Ruth traveled to parts of Europe, Africa and the Holy Land. Ireland was her
favorite.
Ruth and her husband, Elwin (Barney) built a home in Caton in 1951. Ruth was
predeceased by her husband, who died suddenly, January 1, 1967. Her father passed
away in June the same year and her mother died in 1978. She was also predeceased by
brothers, Edward Wilkins and wife Florence (Greenwalt), Charles Wilkins Jr. "Si" and wife
Esther Stadelmaier; special friend, Harold Lownsbury.
Ruth is survived by step-daughter, Ellen (Duane) Edwards and family; along with several
nieces, nephews, many cousins and her beloved cat, Moochy.
At her request there will be no prior calling hours. Interment will take place in the Elmwood
Cemetery, Caton, NY at the convenience of the family. Ruth requested that any memorials
be an act of kindness to others. Donations may be made to Caton Volunteer Fire
Department, SPCA or the charity of one's choice.
Ruth wishes to express special thanks to Dr. Rupik, who had been her doctor for 30 years.
Thanks also to the caregivers that made it possible for Ruth to stay in her own home for

as long as she could, and to the staff at Absolute at Three Rivers for their care.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the Olthof Funeral Home, 1050 Pennsylvania Ave.,
Elmira/Southport, NY.

Comments

“

SUSAN D MILLER lit a candle in memory of Ruth Elaine Barenthaler

SUSAN D MILLER - August 03, 2019 at 08:22 PM

“

Mrs. Barenthaler was the first teacher I had when my parents moved from the
Hoffman St. School district to the George Washington School district...she taught 5th
grade there where her students learned social studies and math, reading and writing
under her capable tutelage. But that was just a small part of all the skills and abilities
she developed in her students. We learned about being diligent in doing homework
assignments and responsible for getting them in on time to prepare us for the
challenges we’d be facing in life. But at the same time, she recognized the unique
talents and abilities that belonged to each of us, and nurtured in each of us a sense
of compassion for our fellow beings. She respected us as we respected her. I’m sure
there is not one of us who has not been the better for the preparation for life she so
carefully developed in us. We will remember her with gratitude and fondness!

Karyn Thelen Walsh - June 18, 2019 at 05:54 PM

“

Still have the VWBug I bought from Aunt Ruth. Think of her every time I get to start it
up. Such a wonderful woman and always so welcoming when I got a chance to sit
and visit with her. She was much loved by the Bailey family and will be greatly
missed.

Jeffrey Bailey - June 16, 2019 at 09:22 PM

“

I am now 72 years old, but I have clear memories of my 5th grade year (1956-57) at
George Washington School in Elmira, where Mrs. Barenthaler was my teacher. She
influenced me to become an educator. I studied at Cortland, where she did, and
enjoyed my teaching career, which ended only a handful of years ago. It was
bittersweet to come upon this obituary today. For her family, please know that this
kind lady had a profound effect on me, and I remember her so fondly. May she rest in
peace.
Mary Jane Wipfler Carroll
South Bend, Indiana
mjdc19696@comcast.net

Mary Jane Carroll - June 16, 2019 at 04:33 PM

“

Beautifully said, Mary Jane...I am so glad we had the opportunity to share this wonderful
teacher!
Karyn Thelen Walsh - June 18, 2019 at 05:59 PM

“

She came to visit me in the hospital a couple times and she always brought
lifesavers and gum. A very considerate lady. She will be missed.

Stacy Rinebold - June 13, 2019 at 10:05 PM

