Michael J. Callahan
December 30, 1952 - January 8, 2021

ELMIRA – Michael J. Callahan, 68, of Elmira, passed away unexpectedly on Friday,
January 8, 2021, at Arnot Ogden Medical Center. Born on December 30, 1952 in Elmira,
NY, he was the son of the late Raymond and Rita (Cain) Callahan.
He was a lifelong communicant of St. Mary’s Church and a member of the Elmira Ancient
Order of Hibernians. He worked at ID Booth for more than 35 years.
Mike was an avid sports fan, especially passionate of the NY Yankees and the NY Giants.
He was a batboy for the Elmira Pioneers and later became the official scorekeeper for the
team due to his extensive knowledge of players’ stats. Michael was also a respected
scorekeeper for CYO Basketball. To some it may have appeared like Mike had a bias
towards his siblings, but everyone knows he was a true “homer.” Mike reveled in his role
as official umpire from his throne on the front porch during the Baty Street whiffle ball
games, with his most famous outburst; “he’s out!”; all while listening to Phil Rizzuto
announce the Yankee games on the radio. Mike and former Dodgers Manager Tommy
Lasorda passed on the same day. God bless their souls. Word from heaven says that
Mike was chastising Manager Lasorda about his Yankees dominance over the Dodgers as
they both walked through the pearly gates, with Mike saying “Dodgers got beat!” Within
our family, nobody needed to remember birthdays or anniversary’s because you knew
Mike would call first thing in the morning with well wishes. His knack for numbers and
dates was astonishing!
He is survived by his siblings, Kevin (AnnMarie) Callahan, Patrick (Diane) Callahan,
Kathleen Callahan, Terrence (Melinda) Callahan, Timothy (Melanie) Callahan, Bridget
(Timothy) Belloma, Mary (Jeffery) Johnson, Brian (Romy) Callahan, Daniel (Brenda)
Callahan, Eileen (Tony) Coolbaugh; numerous nieces and nephews; and his loyal friend,
Frank Messina.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 10 am on Wednesday, January 13, 2020 at
St. Mary’s Church, 224 Franklin St. in Elmira. Burial will follow in St Peter & Paul's
Cemetery in Elmira. The family will host a celebration of life at a later date.
Online condolences may be made by visiting www.olthof.com
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Comments

“

Sorry for your loss he was a kind and funny person he will truly be missed

Julie Bacon - January 18 at 05:17 PM

“

I worked with Mike many years ago at I.D. Booth. My thoughts of Mike are of him
standing behind the counter and helping people. He always had a smile or a kind
word.
Sandy Simons-Smith

Sandy Simons-Smith - January 14 at 05:00 PM

“

Kathleen C. purchased the Emerald Garden Basket for the family of Michael J.
Callahan.

Kathleen C. - January 12 at 12:37 PM

“

Mike was a kind and gentle spirit, sorry to hear of his passing. Our sincere
condolences to the entire Callahan clan.
Jim & Robyn Wandell

James Wandell - January 11 at 03:03 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Michael J. Callahan.

January 11 at 02:29 PM

“

Great memories of family picnics at Sullivan's Monument! He was one of the cousins
who played ball; I watched.

Katy Cicconi Coloney - January 11 at 09:55 AM

“

Sorry for your loss. Cousin Katie (Kathleen Kane) Rogers

Kathleen Rogers - January 11 at 08:09 AM

“

The Liddy family has many fond memories of Michael as a co worker and a friend.
May he rest in peace. We are keeping him and the whole family in our prayers.
Bill and Joann Liddy and families.

Bill and Joann Liddy - January 10 at 03:44 PM

“

Judy and I send our most sincere condolences to Mike’s many family members and
friends. He was one good man whose smile could light up a room and bring a sense
of comfort to all.

Mark and Judy Greven - January 10 at 11:05 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the Callahan family. Kathy Reagan

kathy reagan - January 10 at 10:30 AM

“

I’ll always remember Mike as a soft spoken gentleman and friend. We have lost
someone very special.

Mike Calveric - January 10 at 09:18 AM

“

Sentiments of Serenity Spray was purchased for the family of Michael J. Callahan.

January 10 at 08:08 AM

“

My heart is heavy. Losing a close and loyal friend is always difficult. My memories of
Mike go back to the 50's and 60's where life on Baty Street was the best time ever.
Mike and I spent a lot of time together and select memories are still vivid. Our days
attending Saint Mary's and Southside schools,the wiffle ball games at the Callahan
house, Halloween when we stayed out for hours, always getting rid of the apples
before returning home, and our days one summer when we were batboys for the
Elmira Pioneers. Well, until I was fired. But, Mike made it through the season and he
was so proud to wear the uniform. I shared some fine moments at Mike's
house...some that feel like yesterday. Watching television, I remember President
Kennedy giving a speech during the Cuba missile crises, watching the last out of the
1962 World Series...another Yankee's championship. There was also a beautiful
player piano where we had fun pumping out the old tunes.
Thank you Mike for our adventures, your companionship, and most of all the
memories. I feel very fortunate to have been your friend. So, until that time Mike, do
your old pal a favor. When you run into Mickey and you're going over his stats in
detail, tell him for me, he was the best. Thanks Mike, for everything.

Frank Messina - January 09 at 08:49 PM

“

Bridget, Tim, family and the Callahan's
So sorry to learn of Mike's passing. Two great men passed on the same day.
Tommy must of had his hands full when he ran into Michael at those pearly gates.
Please know you are in our thoughts and prayers!
Love and prayers!
John & Lesley

John Knapp - January 09 at 08:11 PM

“

Peaceful White Lilies Basket was purchased for the family of Michael J. Callahan.

January 09 at 08:01 PM

“

Rest easy Mike, I always enjoyed talking sports with you at booths.

Russ tobey - January 09 at 07:40 PM

