Richard C. Wandell
August 3, 1938 - October 29, 2019

Richard C. Wandell, age 81 of Elmira, NY passed away peacefully, surrounded by his
family, at Arnot Ogden Medical Center on Tuesday, October 29, 2019, due to
complications of Parkinson’s Disease. Born on August 3, 1938 in Elmira, NY to the late
Francis and Lucille Wandell. He is predeceased by his six siblings.
Richard is survived by his loving wife of 60 years, Dorothy Wandell; his sons, Chris
(Florence), Dick (Donna), James (Robyn), and Billy (Patty); grandchildren, Jennifer (Kyle)
Kuzel, Christopher(Emily), Abby (Chris) Hansen, Brian, Nate, Ian, Katie & Nicholas and
great grandsons, Liam & Caleb Kuzel.
All who knew Richard would agree that he was a gentle man and a gentleman. He loved
spending time with family and friends. He especially loved golfing with his friend Pat
Pariso, and their trips to Myrtle Beach. He enjoyed his untold number of Disney World trips
with family and friends. His perfect day would be golfing at Disney in the morning,
premium Mickey bars for lunch, then the Electric Light Parade, followed by the "It’s a
Small World" ride, and finishing with fireworks at night. He would already be planning his
next Disney trip a week after he got home from the last one.
Richard had a 27 year career with the Elmira Police Department, retiring as Chief of
Police. While working for the Police Department, he also completed his Master’s Degree
in Education. After his police career he went on to teach Criminal Justice at Corning
Community College and retired as Department Chair after teaching for 20 years.
Throughout his police and teaching careers, Richard impacted many people with his
insight, guidance, and knowledge of law enforcement and life in general. While teaching,
everyone especially loved the way he incorporated his old police war stories and the tales
of his family’s various hijinks over the years, to help reinforce his point.
Friends and family are invited to call at Olthof Funeral Home, 1050 Pennsylvania Avenue,
Elmira, NY on Sunday, November 3, 2019 from 4 PM to 7 PM. Mass of Christian burial will
be held on Monday, November 4, 2019 at 11 AM at St Mary’s Church on the Southside.
Interment to follow at St Peter & Paul’s Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, donations may be
made to the Michael J. Fox Foundation for Parkinson’s Research at michaeljfox.org.
Richard’s tribute wall may be signed at www.olthof.com.
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Comments

“

Richard Wandell, a great Man, a mentor and good friend. Mike Berry

Mike Berry - November 03, 2019 at 08:49 AM

“

41 files added to the album LifeTributes

Olthof Funeral Home - November 02, 2019 at 03:36 PM

“

8 files added to the album LifeTributes

Olthof Funeral Home - November 01, 2019 at 05:37 PM

“

“

RIP Mr. Wandell. Prayers to your family. (Neighbor Rine)
Gretchen - November 02, 2019 at 02:01 PM

From: The Baxter Healthcare family. purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for
the family of Richard C. Wandell.

From: The Baxter Healthcare family. - November 01, 2019 at 05:17 PM

“

Dorothy and Famiy: Our sincerest sympathy over the loss of your devoted husband
and father. He was a fine man and did our city proud as The Police Chief. He will be
missed so very much by many people who knew him through the years. God Bless
you and
all your family during this difficult time Dorothy.
Frank and Jeanne Kraft

Frank and Jeanne Kraft - November 01, 2019 at 09:38 AM

“

Bradley Eisenhart lit a candle in memory of Richard C. Wandell

Bradley Eisenhart - November 01, 2019 at 09:19 AM

“

"Richard impacted many people with his insight, guidance, and knowledge of law
enforcement and life in general"... Yes he did. I was one of the many.

Bradley Eisenhart - November 01, 2019 at 09:19 AM

“

RIP Uncle Butch. Our thoughts and prayers are with you Aunt Dot, Cousins Chris,
Dick, Jimmy, and Billy. We are truly sorry for your loss.
Love Steve and Beth Wood

Steve and Beth Wood - November 01, 2019 at 08:56 AM

“

Steve and Beth Wood purchased the Peaceful White Lilies Basket for the family of
Richard C. Wandell.

Steve and Beth Wood - November 01, 2019 at 08:52 AM

“

Steve And Beth Wood lit a candle in memory of Richard C. Wandell

Steve and Beth Wood - November 01, 2019 at 08:39 AM

“

Condolences to the family... i am Chala Wandell. Butch was my fathers uncle. I have
heard many stories of this wonderful man. May u fly high and you be at peace...
praying that the familys sorrows are at ease that he is at home with our savior. R.i.p
Butch

Chala Wandell - October 31, 2019 at 10:44 PM

“

Beautiful in Blue was purchased for the family of Richard C. Wandell.

October 31, 2019 at 01:20 PM

“

Ginny lit a candle in memory of Richard C. Wandell

Ginny - October 31, 2019 at 12:16 PM

“

We first met Dick 50 years ago when Dorothy began babysitting our son. Over the
years our families bonded through Disney and camping trips. In later years we had
the joy of meeting many times for lunch with Dick, Dorothy and other friends. Oh, the
wonderful memories!
Dick was always the cool, calm and resourceful person. His integrity and moral
character were extraordinary. Also, I think if you look up definition of a gentleman,
you'd see his picture! He was such an intelligent man full of stories and always that
twinkle in his eye! He imparted his wisdom to not just his students but all that were
fortunate enough to listen. His career was law enforcement but I don't recall ever
hearing an unkind word ever!
The world is dimmer without him here but he lives on in his legacy of a loving
marriage and having raised 4 good sons.
Our thoughts and prayers are with his family. May they find peace thru the memories
and that they took such great care of him the last few years.
Love,
Ginny and Jerry

Ginny - October 31, 2019 at 12:15 PM

“

Michael Wandell lit a candle in memory of Richard C. Wandell

Michael Wandell - October 31, 2019 at 10:53 AM

“

He was known as Uncle Butch to me. I remember him coming over to our house and
him and my father always cracking jokes with each other. RIP Uncle Butch
Michael Wandell

Michael Wandell - October 31, 2019 at 10:52 AM

