Teresa F. Thomas
July 28, 1937 - July 20, 2019

Teresa Franke Thomas, age 81 of Pine City, NY and Dunedin, FL passed away on July
20, 2019.
Teresa was born in Coudersport PA, the daughter of James and Kathryn Franke. She was
predeceased by her husband of 58 years Calvin; daughter, Marcella Friends; and brotherin-law, Fred Johnson. She is survived by her sons, John (Christine) Thomas of Elmira, NY
and Paul (Michelle) Thomas of Pine City, NY; son-in-law, Robert Friends of Enola, PA;
grandchildren, Amanda (Yoandi) Interian, Graham Thomas, Rebecca Friends, Emily
Thomas, and Adam Thomas; as well as brothers and sisters-in-law, Thomas (Judy)
Franke of Coudersport, PA, Elizabeth Johnson of Sanford, NC, and Mary Jane (Frank)
Weeks of Roulette, PA; as well as many nieces and nephews.
Teresa was a graduate of Pennsylvania’s Edinboro State Teachers College, and Elmira
College in Elmira, NY with a Masters of Education. Teresa was an artist whose kind
encouragement sparked the love of art in thousands of students in the Elmira City School
District throughout her distinguished career. In her retirement she rekindled her passion
for capturing the beauty around her in pastels while studying and painting at the Dunedin
Fine Art Center.
A celebration of Teresa’s life will be held this fall, at a date and time to be announced.
Teresa’s tribute wall may be signed at www.olthof.com.

Cemetery
Woodlawn National Cemetery
1825 Davis Street
Elmira, NY, 14901

Comments

“

I supervised and observed hundreds of teachers in my career and Teresa Thomas
was in my top five. Not only had she mastered the art and craft of teaching, but
through her enthusiasm working with students, she was a daily inspiration to children
and colleagues alike. Teresa and Cal raised a remarkable family and touched
hundreds of lives....you cannot ask for a better legacy. Joe Madero

Joe Madero - July 24, 2019 at 10:05 AM

“

Theresa was a mentor to me when I first began teaching in the 70s I thought I could
never be as patient, innovative and energetic as she was. She was always
encouraging us and spreading her positive joy. She was a great lady, artist and
friend. My sympathies to her children an d grandchildren

Carol Landon-Ayers - July 23, 2019 at 12:07 PM

“

Teresa and Cal Thomas, were and always will be, my second parents! Paul is and
will always be my brother.
From my first memories growing up. If I wasn't at home I was at the Thomases.
Riverside Drive or on Lightizer Rd. I was always welcome! Whether I was 5 or 45
visiting from the Adirondacks.
I will always miss you both!
Linda and I send our Thoughts and Prayers!
Love
Andy

Andrew Manchester - July 22, 2019 at 09:41 PM

“

Theresa first entered my life as my sister’s and my daughters art teacher. She was
the perfect one along with my mother to birth the artists they have become. More
than that she showed them life with gentleness, humble leadership, fun and joy
generated by her presence.
Theresa then went on to being the mother of my sister’s boyfriend as well as her art
teacher. She went on to become my sister’s dear friend.
Came the day Theresa and Cal became even more - they became in-laws to our
family. The joyful havens the newlyweds enjoyed.
Soon they were even more. They were grandma and grandpa to the grandchildren.
The place where there was pirate caves and jumping on the bed, real tools and real
life training honing having fun.
Then Theresa and her beloved Cal became treasured friends of my parents. Friends
who enriched each other’s lives immensely one and all.
So much more. A lady in the most wonderful sense of lady. Intelligent, interesting as
well as interested, gentle mixed with ready for innocent fun mischief, always kind.
Her artwork carried her essence. It draws the viewer into beautiful places, refuges
from life’s harder moments which she had plenty of as well.
Perhaps the hardest among them was parting temporarily from her Marcy and Cal.
Her faith is it is not a goodbye forever. There will be more adventures together.
I’m hoping her greatest surprise and delight will be meeting her creator artist to artist,
and best Friend of all.
Wherever she was she made it a safe place to be near. It is a joy that Theresa has
been here.

Joan Cerio - July 22, 2019 at 07:27 PM

“

Teresa was the most gentle and kind person. She was my student teacher
advisor/mentor. Her humor and professionalism was an honorable quality she
possessed.
She introduced me to her family and she welcomed me into her family when I was a
new art teacher. I will never forget her. She was s sweet soul that walked gently on
this planet.
To her children and grandchildren, please accept my sympathy for your loss.
Sincerely, June Gordon

June Gordon - July 22, 2019 at 06:57 PM

